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TO BUY A

B FOR A BARGAIN MX-5 BEATER. NOT A MONEY EATER

MOTTO-BODIED TD SUPERCHARGED MGB HG ZS SURVIVAL GUIDE B
Unigue Halian-made T-S&fEs restored Looks rough, goes great. Here's wiy., ts and hgw to stop them occurring o
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THE MG FROM ITALY

WWhen racing MG TDs started resembling moving chicanes ahead of faster rivals
from OSCA and Porsche, one man decided to do something about it. Inspired in
the USA, built in lraly and powered by Britain, this is the story of a unique survivor
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l-series can lay

clim o a long and
illusinons  carcer

TCHOTSOrT [manially 1

B was  the renowned
Cream Crvcker works  entries who won
major successes im both  tralling  and
enduranes racing with the TA. But the

NPAG engine that debuted in the TB was

a more promizing base for wming and

post-war 1 owas used by oa number of
budding engineers o power their specials,
men such as Colin Chapman, John Cooper,
John '||:|q e anel Brinn Laster

By the kb

Thilips was doing great things with a special

anting ol the 193k, Ceore

beoclieed “1TCE ar L Mans, so much so that the
14531 the
175 prototvpe thiar was featared in A
Enthusiast Jammary 2006 This, of course,

factory Il him another [og

Ledt and balow:

shiowed the way forward to o new generation
of MGs with the MGA, but imernal BMOC
[l itics delayved its armval unil 1955, In the
meantime, with its cars often outclissed on
the track and with the wage events at Le
Mans

horns and it was lelt bagrely w privateers o

Abingdon pulled in ns competinive

carry the MG wach in nanonal racing
Nowher

RIS

wrch carmied maor
USA by men

was  Lhits

such as John Edgar (who goo
148bhp through superchangong and Ken
Miles iwhose Bl special was lor a while
almost unbeatable i under- 150G cvens

M

Tle 'n‘uI:Il '\‘ulllg':'.'il. lor 1|II

then there was David Ash, a driver of
East Coast MG
rs i New York, Ash
o prove TD
TUNNIng. Era still he  competitive
aguinst the Osca MT4s and Porsche 550

T POrTeTs [||~|.||l Moo

was  determined that tha




Motto-bodied TD

Clockwise from top left:

35 chelnaered |

THE INTERVENING YEARS HAD NOT BEEN KIND.THE MOTTO HAD
OBVIOUSLY BEEN HEAVILY USED AND SUBJECTED TO A MICKEL-
AND-DIME RESTORATION AROUND 20YEARS PREVIOUSLY"

Spvdders tha were trouncing standard-hbodyed
s on the track

hghoweight aluminium body and in the cary

T oo thae, bie needed o
19508, thar meant almost by defaul a irp o
the carmoererie of Tl

Ash contacted Roceo Motto of Canmozzena
Motto i Tunn, Moo was justifiably Gamous
foar ;II-I-|II|II|:: bemniful  bodies thun
imeorporated e balance and great attention
o eletail, and he didn't ler his standands alips
foor thits commmission. His first ¢ffort was mated

to Dinad Ash's

which [ ant it presumaldy became e

et well=tised 11 chossis, at
thit
although this was a great impronvement
sopnething even more deastie would be necded
to et the oppaosition,

Ao chasas master Cialberto Colombao (Gileo
wias commissioned o create two chissis i
bl b Mewto,

with the mechanical i kage being sent ot

the secomd and third bodies

specrally by Svdd Enever at MG, One ol these
Tully

trimmmied ussed as was Meotto's sovle. while the

Gilco-chassied  cars was  delivercd

then

MMidwest

e three Mono-bodied TTs wer
rawed extensively  throughow  the
amed East Coast of America, often as @ team,
at places such as Winkins Glen, Flkhart Lake,
Marboro and Giant’s Despair hillelimb, B
[ I|I.I.|I- the Moto TIVs: greatest b
Pwelve Hour Gramd Prix of

Endurance, an event better knpwn today as
the 12 Hours of Sehrime

Flis has always been o highly |ur--|i-_;-...-1-.
event, with the elite ol  the I'_u_-n|_u..||:
manulaciurers sending their stroneest tcams
o comitest 11, In 1954, the husso Mot T was
piloted arcund the gruelling course by Gus
Ehrman and Fred Allen, linishing 1 1th overall
and fifth i class. To pue this fine resul ino
TSy mves, the overall winner was an s a
M4 drven by no bess a lominary that Strding
Moss with Bill Llowd, but trailing in the
Moo

|:l|:II i

witke were two other Clseas and a

Porsche 5500 HF|',|||-|.
Ash and Inskip had achicved exactly what
il e bend WIC2

thewr sl am mae ges o

ol shonly after the Sebhonge success. T
I'D-chassied car has recemtly found 1ts way 1o
Japaan and could b seer
2004 Mille Miglia, while the Gileo-

chassied car with the stripped out body was

competng in the

Japrines

ertshed and destroved in the 195(0s

I'he Sebnng car was sold initally 1o a hap
cilledl Stanford 85 Milow, who wsed i fior
some casual cluly racing as well as on the
ressael, Tn then disappeared for a while, before

resurfacing with Sid Chiabardo, whao also wsed

it on the road as well as displaving it i the
Laag Lslamdd Aweomaohile Museoam collectio
Whien Sid pessed away in the 1980, word

got out abowt the car and thar o meht b

available, There wers plenty of inte

parties snifhng about, ban i dhisappeared |

under their noses when the Motto was sald

without warning, rolled ot of i garage one

night and onto a dealer’s tailer, From there i

passed into the current owner's hands
S owhich point, not i whole log [ appenetd
Pl svamnsse bu w twmiss amnibiser wadel

2 Flaas i






Motto-bodied TD

Clockwize from top left:

Bottom: # 450N Y

‘A COMMON REACTION FROM PEOPLE AT THE SHOWS HAS BEEN TO
SAY:WOWL | KNOWY MGS AND ITHOUGHT | KNEW THEM ALL,
BUT I'VE NEVER SEEM THIS BEFORE. IT'S FANTASTIC!™

compretitive, so most ol it was relatively stock understood this and the fimshed result s not people at the shows has been o s Winst 1
Loy comtrast to soane rare cars where evervthing i over-restored . ant prece destined  for a0 koo MGs andd [ thought 1 knew them all
hins 1o bee hand-made, very litde on the Mo return to the musenm showroom. Perhaps it bt P've never seen this before, [0's fanmsnc!
was more than a phone call o Moss awas is partly becinese of this attude thay the cag Ancd now a lot more people can get to Know
Havinge saied that, it should not be foraier was painted 1 soch o stunming shade of this Amencan-inspired Uk-lualian  bvlbond
that on a special ke this, even stock ien vellow. Crroigmnaldly it had been white, but Jason I'he plans are o show it for a yvear or so, and
were mrely bolted where sou'd expect them lelt that the lines were so magnilicent, the hen  go vintige  mcing  Nothin
tor be and the car had been subjected (o over suited a musch bolder colour. The  ownes compeetitive and diingerous mimnd you, just
vears of peogle futang about with it necded a linde persuasion, but evenmally dhes sone gentlemen’s events to stretch it begs and
A with any racing specia WELS [T OrEant serthed on green leather interior and a vibirane how the crowds what it s sill capable of
tin remaim as faithiul as possibde 1o the onmna vellow extenior That paint is an Telan shad cloine, Amd lor ame MO Bin lucky enough to
without restorine out all of the origino frenmt the corvect era. "This might seem a bit s there, that is sure o e aoreal oreat
hosvneras I'he car was hond-buily, so hoerd on MG bot, with the comchaork and

v metal-basher in the Motto works could  chassis heing hardeore Talian craltsmanship

have beeen working on it at amy dme, That  Jason views the car more as o Motto-bodied
ld explain why the paseenger door wa MG and the choiee of an halian colour s
|%4in shorter than the driver’s door, for  entirely appropriate. Certainhe it met wath
sample, and why no rwo molled leather tri nothing but approval ot s iniegural outing
limishers around the cockpit were identical to the Amehia Tsland Coneors ' Elegance in
Like any halian coachbailder worth his sals N5, where it won a Blue Ribbon
Moo woulld have been concernied :--|-|.--||:- 0 Ihe  eve-catching colour has  probably
Breauty 1 moton, but so long as the design helped mo raise the car's profibe too, 1o bad

flowed and the car ruced, then perfection was thing given that the Mouo-bocied TS ar

nist o0 the prereoguisite s still & bargely unknosn chapter in MG's

Fecrtuse sanlas B b lasme wel o et i LEETe e L e TR L



