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| am very proud of the fabrication my
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eing a top-sheli metalshaper masi
Bb-t- a frustrating  existoncoe. You
spend weeks and months pound-
ing, shaping, filting and refitting, anly to
have: your work coversd up by mils of
paint. But if the metal craftsman's work
't 100 percent cormect, the best painter
in the world cant make it look right.
Well, mday is the day we salule the
metal craftsman
Vittorio Stanguellini  built small-bone
sparts. racing cars by the handiul immedi-
ately preceding and following World War
Il. He became known as one of the most
prominent tuners of Fiats, but unlike Carlo
Abarth, he soon began to branch out on his
own, building racing cars and engines ol
his e unigue design, o his own exact-

car racer Carl Keikhaeler then purhased
the: car and procecded o blow the engine
on the dyno. In i place, Keikhaelor fit a
tewc-stroke Mercury  outhoard  engine,  amnd
shattered a 750cc record at Daytona boach,

Trosubdis ks, none of '11.!“:.;LH‘-"IIHI"\. Cars
looked the same, and they esch had their
IPTH |.||'|ir||m idiosyncrasies, And, in typc al
Ralian fashion, the cars were never photo-
gr.l.phg-ri all that w:'||_. andl ance I|1|."..' Wi
finished, the company was on to the nest
prisduct, The Germans wouldve photo-
Eﬁl!)hiﬂ_‘l the care from every conceivable
angle, but all the ltalians cared about was
finishing the next project.

The challenge of restoring a car with very
little supporting documentation makes it a
daunting task for any restorer. Enler Jason

guys have done—it is almost painful to
think of covering the aluminum. n

Ohviginadly sald to racing legend Baggs Cunnindg.
ham, the caf was eveniually (.:-'r:uﬂl'ﬂ-d by Canl
Ketkhaefer's feam, with a wo=strmke manoe
Enoine wncier the hood.

because, “Looking at this car, with the
plect aluminum work—1 am very proud
of the fabrication my guys have done—it
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"Erghty percent af the afwma O Se rigeded 1o be rephntod, ™ wiys ;Wi had a huge debate about the walting behween the body and ihe fend- I
Wenip About half of the front fenders and Ralf ol the rear fanclers s ors, * s Wenig. Given the fact that very few pholographs of the car easi-
onging, but ihe front sheetmetal had bean comps efedy destroyed. That < L and e fevelr fooused on The regr of the cac it wis nearly impossibie
maant figuring our—from a scant sefection of penod photographs—whene 3 fo delermine iwhether thers was 2 et behvesn the body and the fendar

thangs ke fhe headlamps o mo These covers, held m place by 2 par W could've gone evther way = 5ays Wenig, “but in one phota, there's one
of Crecos, woudd be placed an the body when the cav mmopd during [he day thar showend & singh shaciow along the bodyline. After we foakied at if long
wred bensath them. For ight rscing, Bhe cover = enough, we liguied the anly it that would be the cause of 3 shadow
headlamos rasnd in place = MEE Ihaf & F there was some knd of iwelting between the panes ©

with the

3 have looked
¢ sed el

e Seanguel-
3T L with iher
best guess, backed by the
fodks ar the Stangue
imukeum. “With o due
respect o e il
s Wenag, “They were
preliy Ciw 5 0T Clos
toal, Their Bigpert COnCerm
wit, 'Dag' ivw wan Hhad

y o nal [ s callng,
pikiragy of thesy e Bk
emiches m the clich. and
iy thought | was e,

WD e aluminum faken
off, the entire car loods ke
it go-kart you’d buid in your
back yand, ™ says Wemg i
Sheets of aluminum wrap
arcund a stes! framework,
and since none of the almi:
mum recenved any prodecive G
coating, it starfed fo coroge.
1 almost immediately thani
v the reaction calsed when
o inetals contact : Dan “Capt " john created the enfire grlle from one piece of aluminum,
each alfwe Mot of the { first cutting it to shape, then ranshilly cutting slats for cooling. Fach of the
onging! sheet aluminum was 1 pats wits rofed over by hand' to form the gnlie. T add strengih and a b of
uniable. Pofl-waralum- 1 character John rofled 3 bead around ihe antire peece. "I it W somethmeg
num was agelf regoled  § that ias going io be painfed, e coulifve welded it if if had cracited in the
from okl srcraff. andlsity. ¢ proceds. Fut since bvs was @ sngie polished piece, we had one shot. The
yes on, it gt brittie and 1wk on Bhe geifle war one of e most npressie BFTaS P s seen at
umoralie i the shop, = says Wemg
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